
I Believe 
“Do You Believe in Miracles?” 

Hebrews 11:8-16 – May 15, 2022 
 

I BELIEVE 
Exploring What You Believe from the Bible’s Hall of Faith 

Date Message Title Hebrews Faith Hero 

April 17 Do You Believe in the Resurrection? 11:1-2 Jesus 
April 24 Do You Believe That God Created Everything? 11:3 You 
May 1 Do You Believe in the Rapture? 11:4-6 Enoch 
May 8 Do You Believe in Noah and the Flood? 11:7 Noah 
May 15 Do You Believe in Miracles? 11:8-16 Sarah 
May 22 Do You Believe in Surrendering to God? 11:17-19 Abraham 
May 29 Do You Believe God Holds Your Future? 11:20-22 Joseph 
June 5 Do You Believe God is More Important Than Money? 11:23-27 Moses 
June 12 Do You Believe in Divine Intervention? 11:28-29 Moses 
June 19 Do You Believe God Can Use Sinful People? 11:30-31 Rahab 
June 26 Do You Believe That You Have Enough Faith? 11:32-40 Daniel 

More GF messages can be found at WhatIsGrace.org/Watch 
 

What Can We Lear About Miracles from The Life of Sarah 
and Abraham (Hebrews 11:8-16) 
 
 
 

It’s never too late for a _________________! In every miracle, 
there is God’s part (the super) and our part (the natural). 

 

 
 

1. For us to see God moving in miraculous ways in our 
lives we need to ____________________ God in what 
He is doing, even when you don’t know where it’s 
taking you, rather than asking Him to join us in what 
we are doing! (Hebrews 11:8) 
 Genesis 12:1-5 
 Application #1:  Am I willing to obey God even when I do not know 

what the final outcome is going to be?  By faith, I’m going to sign 
up for “God’s Will for My Life” even if the page has invisible ink? 

 

2. Realize and live with the understanding that earth is 
not your ______________________________ (Hebrews 
11:9-10) 
 1 Peter 2:11 - Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in 

the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your 
soul. 

 Alien = not a native of the land. Earth is not our real home! 

 Philippians 3:20 - But our citizenship is in heaven. And we 
eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Rick Warren: “In order to keep us from becoming too attached to earth, 
God allows us to feel a significant amount of discontent and 
dissatisfaction in life – longings that will never be fulfilled on this side of 
eternity. We’re not completely happy here because we’re not supposed to 
be! Earth is not our final home; we were created for something much 
better. A fish would never be happy living on land because it was made 
for water. An eagle could never feel satisfied if it wasn’t allowed to fly.  
You will never feel completely satisfied on earth because you were made 
for more. You will have happy moments here, but nothing compared with 
what God has planned for you. Realizing that life on earth is just a 
temporary assignment should radically alter your values.  Eternal values, 
not temporal ones, should become the deciding factors for your 
decisions.” 

 Observation: Everywhere that Abraham went, he built an altar and 
pitched a tent (Genesis 12:6-8; 13:18). For Abraham worship and 
the Glory of God was more important than his kingdom. 

 Application #2: Am I building altars and pitching tents, or am I 
building tents and pitching altars? A step I will take to prioritize 
altar over tent is… 

 

3. Trust God patiently with your _____________________ 
(Hebrews 11:11-12) 
 God’s power is displayed in impossible situations 
 Abraham and Sarah’s impossible situation 

o Past the age of childbearing (Gen. 18:11). Abraham was 75 yrs old at 
the time of the promise (Gen. 12:4), 99 yrs old at the time of 
conception (Gen. 17:1), and 100 yrs old at the time of Isaac’s birth 
(Gen. 21:5). Sarah was 90 yrs old at the time of Isaac’s birth (Gen. 
17:17). 

o Sarah was infertile (Gen. 11:30; 16:1). 
o Yet, God gave them a son. So amazing was this miracle that they 

laughed and named their son Isaac (“he laughs”) (Gen. 21:1-7). 
 Mark Batterson: “Everybody wants a miracle; we just don’t want to 

be in a situation that necessitates one.” 
 Application #3a: I need a miracle! Today, I choose to trust God 

with my impossible situation praying… 
o Jeremiah 32:17 - Ah, Sovereign LORD, You have made the heavens 

and the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is 
too hard for You. 

o Luke 18:27 - Jesus replied, "What is impossible with men is possible 
with God." 

 Important Note: Many times, God’s timetable is different than our 
timetable (Eccl. 3:1,10). God waited 25 years to give Abraham and 
Sarah their son Isaac (Gen. 12:4; 21:5). 

 Four answers that God gives to our prayers. Sometimes God 
says… 
 No (Matthew 17:1-8; 20:20-23; Luke 9:51-56; 1 John 5:14-15) 

https://www.whatisgrace.org/watch


 Slow (Ecclesiastes 3:1,11; Acts 1:6-7) 
 Grow (Psalm 66:18; Matthew 5:23-24; 1 Peter 3:7; James 4:3) 
 Go [Yes!] (Matthew 7:7-11) 

 Important Warning:  When God says no, slow, or grow, don’t grow 
impatient and take matters into your own hands.  Don’t resort to a 
Hagar solution of your own (Genesis 16).   

 Application #3b:  Am I taking matters into my own hands? Am I 
resorting to a Hagar solution? Today, I choose to surrender my 
situation to God and wait on Him (Psalm 25:3,5,21; 27:14; 
37:7,9,34; 39:7; 52:9; 62:5; 69:3,6; 123:2; 130:5-8) 

 
4. _________________________ with the Holy Spirit as a 

foretaste of glory divine (Hebrews 11:13) 
 Sometimes we will not see what we are having faith for while we 

are living here on earth. 
 Abraham and Sarah’s Examples 

 

Thing Promised Not Received In This 
Life 

What Did See in This 
Life 

Promised Land 
(Gen 13:14-17; 
15:18-21) 

Abraham did not own the 
promised land when they 
died (Heb 11:13; Gen 23:4) 

Abraham owned a burial 
plot in the promised land 
(Gen. 23:1-20) 

A great nation of 
descendents 
(Gen. 12:1-3; 13:16; 
15:5-6; 17:1-16) 

Abraham and Sarah did 
not see a great nation of 
descendents in their 
lifetime (Hebrews 11:13) 

Abraham and Sarah did 
see their son Isaac born, 
grown, and married (Gen. 
21-25) 

 
 

 

 Our Example 
 

Thing Promised Not Received In 
This Life 

What Did See in This Life 

Eternal life and 
heaven (John 3:16; 
4:13-14; 5:24; 14:1-3) 

Heaven.  Eternal life.  
Death-free, pain-free 
life. Forever in God’s 
Presence. (Heb 11:13) 

The Holy Spirit as a fore-
taste of glory divine – our 
earnest, our deposit, our 
guarantee (Rom 8:23; 2 Cor 
1:21-22; 5:5; Eph. 1:13-14) 

 

 Application #5: By faith, I choose to see the promises and 
welcome them from a distance (Heb 11:13).  I choose to commune 
with the Holy Spirit as my foretaste of glory divine. 

 Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids (Matthew 25:1-13) 
 
 
 

5. Set your heart and mind on _________________ 
________________ rather than focusing on the things 
you want miracles for here on earth (Hebrews 11:13-16) 

 Colossians 3:1-3 - Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set 
your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand 

of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you 
died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 

 Application #6:  What step do I need to take to set my heart and mind 
on things above (vs. earthly things)?  How can I build altars and only 
pitch tents? A step I want to take this week in building an altar is… 

 
 
 
 
 

Sermon Series Application – When my life is over, what do I 
want my faith epitaph to be? 
 
 

My “By Faith” Epitaph 
 

     By faith… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


